NOT CONCERNED WITH ANY ATTRIBUTE

of a rich and glutinous nature. But if be could
not both wear the funeral robe and partake un-
stintingly of well - spiced food, the harmonious
relation of things was imperilled; and, as it was
since the introduction of the funeral robe into his
habit that matters had assumed a more poignant
phase, it was clear that the influence of the funeral
robe was at the root of the trouble.
-"Yet." protested Wang Ho, "the mandarin
Ling-ni boasts that he lias already lengthened the
span of his natural life several years by such an
expedient, and my friend the high official T'cheng
asserts that, while wearing a much less expensive
robe than mine, he feels the essence of an in-
creased vitality passing continuously into his being.
Why, then, am I marked out for this infliction,
Cheng Lin?"

"Revered,1' replied Lin, with engaging candour,
" the inconveniences of living in a country so
densely populated with demons, vampires, spirits,
ghouls, dragons, omens, forces and influences, both
good and bad, as our own unapproachably favoured
Empire is, cannot be evaded from one end of life
to the other. How much greater is the difficulty
when the prescribed forms for baffling the ill-
disposed among the unseen appear to have been
wrongly angled by those framing the Bites!*'

Wang Ho made a gesture of despair. It con-
veyed to Lin's mind the wise reminder of N'sy
hing: " When one is inquiring for a way of escape
from an advancing tiger, flowers of speech assume
the form of noisome bindweed." He therefore
continued:

" Hitherto it has been assumed that for a funeral
robe to exercise its most beneficial force it should
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